The Date
The first Church of God in Venezuela
Was Organized

By James M. Beaty
July 4, 2010

This is to clarify a point in history. The
plaque at the Seminary that lists the dates
when the Church of God entered different
countries has “Venezuela...1966.” This was
taken from Conn (see Tribute Edition, 2008),
p. 544. Brother Conn must have got it from
the 1966 Book of Minutes, which was the
first mention of Venezuela in the Minutes;
because it was the first assembly after the
church was organized there.

The Lord gave me the opportunity to
organize the first church in Venezuela. The
background is this. Several of our ministers
from Puerto Rico had gone there and
preached. Among those were Roberto
Rodriguez and Antonio Rivera, both
unmarried at the time. When they visited in
Columbia, they told me that there was a
small church in Calabozo that wanted to
come into the Church of God. On the basis of
that I went and visited the group in
December of 1964 and on December 13,
1964, 1 set the church in order. I reported this
in my ministerial report of that month, which
was mailed in January of 1965. Attached is a
copy of that report. Under “Remarks” I
wrote: “This is the first church organized in
Venezuela.”

I do not remember what was on my mind
when I made the report but I was a little
careless. [ mistakenly wrote that the church
was organized on December 13, 1963. But
note the following:

1. The Report was received in Cleveland and
stamped Jan 25, 1965. So that establishes the
fact that it is the December 1964 report.

2. At the top of the report I had put the date
of Dec. 1965. before I realized that

December was the month before in 1964. So
I changed the 65 to 64.

3. Then when I got down to put the date that
the Church in Calabozo was organized,
because of that confusion in my head I put
(the year before that) 1963.

4. But not only is the report stamped as
received on January 25, 1965 (and therefore
for December 1964), but that is the place it
occupies in the microfilm series and my
passport verifies the same.

In the Minutes of 1966 there was one church,
one mission and twenty members. At that
time Bolivia and Venezuela were listed as
operating “Under the Supervision of the
Superintendent.” In 1968 Juan Ramon
Jiménez, the elderly pastor at Calabozo,
when I organizad it, is listed in the Minutes
as “Representative” and as exhorter for the
first time. But there was still one church, one
mission, and one minister, although the
members had increased from twenty to thirty.

It sounds like that this was one more
confused Ph.D. Well, we all get confused
from time to time. But I thought that it would
be well to set the record straight.

Copy of Ministerial Report Attached

James M. Beaty
July 4, 2010
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